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but the young family moved to
Madison when she was nearly
3 years old.
Charles and Jean Roden-
i bough wereisomewhat per-
plexed by their oldest child’s
penchant for style. Her mother
wasn't-particularly interested
:.nl'as}unn,nnc[swle icons were
lacking in Madison.
It hegan, Rodenbough says,
wuhgrandmulhem
' ' Hér father's' stepmom, Grace
Taylor Rodenbough, was Stokes
. County’s first female represen-
| lative in the General Assembly.
In 1965, she took her 9-year-old
' granddaughter to the Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh hotel for four days
of politicking.
. Men in dark suits swilling
¢gcktails and women sweep-
. ing through smoky rooms in
lush clouds of chiffon and tulle
showed Rodenbough there was
a ‘world"beyond smali-town
1 ‘North Carolina.-
When her stepgrandmother
. died four years later, Roden-
bough’s faLher and grandfather
+ told lier to help herself to what
she” would like of the belong-
. inps:That was the beginuing of
+ her vintage collection.
... As a tween, Kit designed and
i sewed outfits for her Barbie
! dolls. The littlé entrepreneur
| even hosted. a party for her
friends, inv:iting them to select
designs for their dolls that Kit
made and sold to thém, Charles
. Rodenbough says.
« “I got a sewing machine
“when [ was 12, and Mom said,
“Here's the sewing machine, so
l’m not going to buy you any
‘more clothes,” " Rodenbough

Discm‘ded xcraps from her
-mom and grandmom’s sewing
machmes were recyc]ed into

was the récipient of a slew of

pent untold
hours wandering through the
fabric store near her family's

suppliés to transiorm second-
{ hand Levis and Wranglers
into daisy- and peace-sign-em-
blazoned bellbottoms. She de-
signed her own prom dresses.
“I prabably spent at'lea:

Madison home searching for*

two hours every day sewing,” .
Rodenbough says. “And if I felt
the slightest bit sick, then I'd

| sit home and sew."

Kit Rodenbough at Desfgn Archives i

geles, so the three agreed on

the Fashion and Art Institute of

Atlanta. Still, they worried.
“We'd envisioned a more

academit life for Kit, and wece..... When she married in 1
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Behind a selection of pins and broaches, Guylene Carver (left] chats with

in downtown Greensharo.

other garments — ‘But;con-
sciously decided not to- satPer-
manent roots. She wan

own business.

All the while, Rodenbough
began to rollect and store vin-
tage clothes in her home. Her
initial investors backed.out,
and her savings were shot,
but a small business loan from
American Express put a check
in her pocket.

On a trip to downtown
Greensbaro, - Rodenbough
drove past the vacant building
at 304 E. Market St. She'was
drawn to it, but the papered
windows prevented her.from
even a glimpse at the interior
space. After a few phone calls,
she went back with the land-
lord for a peek.

“That front door opened, and
a chill went over me,” she says.
“I thought, ‘I'm going to fill it
up with my stuff, and it’s going
to work somehow.’ ™
Rndanbnugh moved “her
ares in, and the store upened

98-2‘“«"i ‘on Sept.i 2001.

afraid she might be making'a 7 Rodenbough made her own=- ' Ten days later, the Twin

mistake,” Charles Rndenhougu
5ays. “Dbnuu:.ly, sl wasfe

Lucy, the younggst o en-
bough's three siblings- -the
only other girl, was 1688 Than

, thrilled when Kit moved away.

“I was 7 when she went to
Atlanta, and I just thought she
was the greatest,” says Lucy
Hoyle, now a social worker liv-
ing in Greensboro. “Everyone
always talked abotit how beau-
tiful she was. But she would
make me outfits that I didn't
think were the coolést thing in
the world."

Rodenbough was perpetu-
ally in style, but the lag time
between European runways
and Madison prét-a-porter was
substantial.

“She made me these God-
awful plaid pants,” Hoyle says.
“They were green and yellow,
and she just insisted they were
the next thing.”

‘Two years later, with her de-
gree in hand and a newfound
appreciation for home, Roden-
bough made her way back 1o
North Carolina and her family
in Madison,

son-based ma.nufar.rurer, was
Rodenbough’s -first-gig as a
working woman, She designed
for the company’s junior line,
Doll Rags. Inspired by plat-
form wedges and leisiire suits,
Rodenbough ‘created an entire

++line of gold:lamé. disco wear

for the 1979, holiday line. It was
the company's most successful
sales season.

From there she crisscrossed
the state, working in Mount

nll'_\" Madison, Mehana and  sa

wedding dress, modéled affEr

the Emanuel gown Prir
ana wore at her«198
She toned dowil the il

ditched the 25:fosbtrain’ = ©

Her des@uobs touk her to
New York C
Europe, 50 R:@eﬁh{:ughT
feela gr&at urgam
Carolin;

In !.996 Rudmf Iu_uk

e

Tawers fell, the economy with-
ered, and the already strug-
store owner was left with
manpey, no name recognition
and ng:shoppers.

40D -Sept. 12, I woke uvp in
the f&tal position,” she says.
" “It took Rodenbough a month
regain her normal eating
hablis and cheerful disposi-
ion;
“T thought I was scared be-
“fore, but.I was really scared

Pt LhE:i‘,shB says.

“We were There
exciting, and Ihg = yp‘we
ﬁia last day-

there on

said you've gut_ Tiinites 1o

getout,” R ligh says.
The cumpany-l:lused in 1999.
Rodenbough-walked out the

door and registered the name

Design Archives the next day.

.
‘The store had flitted through
Rodenbough's mind for years:
It was conceived as'a dot.com
business, but after the bubble
burst in 2000, a brick-and-mar-
tar version seemed a more vi-
able option.

She wanted to make it hap-
pen but didn't quite know how.
For the next two years,
Rodenbough half-heartedly
conducted a job search, but
young professionals with
* newly. minted degrees were
- more marketable than a-single

mother of three.
“'She never really let us know
how hard things really were,"
Natalie Vails20.

. ='We Stood lopKin
il

Ij‘ sal
they: -Rodenbough sayan"

Cmmm:ed she should cut her
05ges, . Rodenbough called an

dctioneer from:Winston-Sa-
lemvtn evaluate hercollection.
at the

ff, land she fRfmed
she wuuldn't do ll,—"
hezgaid 1
ke this.
esy bor-
mily:"

hdd to find a wa
wark, do whatevers
Tow from fnends

Five years Iatm- the 5,000-
square-foot storesis one of the
largest vintage stores on the
East Coast. ' NaWpaper articles
shortly affer the s!on:sopenmg
slowly brought in customers;
and‘the pace has yet to slow.

“Everyone in the business
knows ‘of Kit and Design Ar-
chives,™ says Beth Sartore, a
fashion design consultant and
Rodenbough’s friend for 10
years.

Hometown designers work-
ing for companies such as
Tummv Hilfiger, Old Navy and
Ralph Lauren stop by for inspi-
ration.

“Many designers that use
her store for inspiration usu-
ally end up buying an item or

- Rédenbough'smind., .~

two just tojweer,” Sartore says.
omers Whd fiaves =

rich off of, but it seems to make

other people happy, and it re-

ally makes me happy,” Roden-
bough says.

She 1s forever toying with
ways to improve her business.

One thought is to apen a
chain of the stores, but she
worries some of the personal-
ized charm could be lost. Em-
ployees and customers alike
call her by name and look for
her eyer-present. grin when
they walk through the door.

“I consider her more of a
friend than a boss; she's that
type’ of' persod;” employee
Shannon Byers-says. “She’s
laid-back, vou-know what
you're, suppdseﬁdtu do, ‘and
you_just do it without having
;hat she'll.get mad at

Rodenbough's “na
for the sale. Urisure patrons
often wander out of the dress-
ing room seeking advice. If it
looks good she’ll tell them; if
not, she'll gently suggest some-
thing else.

“Kit is always saving, 'Let’s
mest at 5iibut she won't show
up un :30, " says Hoyle,
who lives'in Guilford County
along with Rodenbough's two
‘brothers and parents.

“But it'll be because some-
one came into the store, and
she doesn't Want to rush them
even though she knows they
won't buy anything.”

_The family gets_ together
u[ten and 1f-a- week goes=by

one

vmhuu! sume\s"ﬁ:t of reunion, -

it feels &Bit Iﬂrg’mt'hdrawa]

o ‘me s~Hoyle says, laughuxg

~The initial vision
asi@haven of insHiNAtOR; oM

plete with cublcleﬂn theback
to-archive fabfic, stll. ﬁffgars

Design students umgnm:l.ng
garments.

Piles of velvet, silk andx:m—
ton stacked to LhE ceiling.

Someday.

For now, she works W'lth the
more than 500 consignars who
bring heresiafe merchandise,
the college students who staff
her store’and an ever-growing
customer base.

“We live.in.a throw-away
society,” she says. “People in-
herit these large estates with &
Iot of clothes and things saved
by people with a Depression-
‘era mentality.

No one wants to throw away
the past, but minimalist life-
styles make it difficult to keep
up with the rchcs, she says.

Rodenbough is more than
happy to act meuﬁw
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